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Josephine Michaela’s great day

On a glorious, sunny Saturday last August a veegisph ceremony took place in our restored Prionyrch; the baptism of
Josephine Michaela Marr, youngest of the Marr farofl Ellerton House, and Rolf’s little sister. las probably the first
baptism since 1977 and the first religious ceremaingny kind since 1978. The church was crowdeuisting with one
hundred and fifty people, and what an extraordir@owd it was; some were local neighbours, but rstheere relatives
and friends from five continents who had traveltedny thousands of miles to celebrate this Elledctasion. The event
was sumptuous in every way. Lavender was strewtherfloor of the porch to be crushed underfootating a calm,
sensuous entrance as the guests walked throughutishine, past the sheep in the churchyard, andhetinto flower-
filled nave. The unique space was overflowing vgtrgeous arrangements, bouquets and posies oedc®td English
flowers - plump roses, pale lilies and other bloss@reating a wash of mauves, blues, pinks andrcegginst the rough
stone and plaster.

Quite rightly, all attention was focussed on Josepland her family, sitting close to the ancienttfonder its spectacular,
seventeenth century cover specially restored #otitasion. Cathy Otton-Goulder, a good friend l&rbn church and a
Church of England Reader, presided and gave a m@address describing the spiritual journey fromdttood into the
life of a loving and caring adult. Josephine hdrsedponded by smiling broadly and going on a jeyrround the whole
church, sharing her flowers and christening camdlle friends and family alike. Then she was greet@t a loving song.

And the celebrations did not finish there. Afterdathe whole community was invited to a spectaquéaty in the Marr’'s
garden where lavish food, singing, dancing andr&itenent completed a perfect, sunny Summer afterno

Remembering Snowden Slights

Snowden Slights was surely the most famous wildéovdf the lower Derwent valley. He was born in JUBB0, the
second son of the schoolmaster at East Cottingait,took a keen interest in wildfowling from anlgage. When he
was about nine he began accompanying his fathevildfowling trips, and by the age of fifteen he wareficient enough
to be allowed to go out on his own. Wildfowling waswinter occupation, so during the summer monthewslen
laboured casually for local farmers, ran errandsife father or worked in the Kitchen garden. Hechiad the local basket
makers, quickly learned their art, and eventuatyup his own small basket making workshop.

A lot of wildfowling was done from a punt. Snowdewentually owned several punts; typically aboufdat long, with a
beam width of 2 feet 10 inches and a depth fronh tcegunwale of only 10 inches. With this draudie, could follow his

quarry into very shallow water indeed. Even wheadkd with his famous ‘big gun’ the mean draught wasere 4
inches! Snowden also owned a formidable arsenelliding the ‘big gun’ built for his father by therlill company of

Beverley. This extraordinary weapon, which weighd® Ibs, with a barrel 10 feet long and a bore %f ibhches, was
muzzle-loaded and fired by percussion. Not sunpglsi, it turned out to be a little unwieldy, so tharrel was eventually
shortened to 9 feet and the weight was correspghdieduced to around 100 Ibs.

As for his quarry, the species he caught and tleegpthey fetched at market are well documentettief®i would fetch 2/-
(10 pence), spotted crake 6d (2¥2 pence), geesedéet?/- and 3/6 (10 to 17%2 pence), common snige6d, teal 1/- (5
pence) and whooper swans between 6/6 and 7/- (83% pence) each.

Snowden died in 1913, and is buried at East Cattitihg Described as a fine sportsman, and a goodredt honest and
generous man, he will soon be commemorated att&fdpriory with a new stained glass window, desighg Andrew
Anderson. It will celebrate not only his place acél folklore, but also the unbreakable link betwe®an and landscape.

Our living churchyard



Today’s countryside provides few habitats suitdbtehe rich diversity of plants and animals whigare widespread only
a century ago. Of these habitats, hay meadows mingpuoved pastures have disappeared most rapahyamazing 97%
lost in the fifty years up to 1984. In many placgfsyrchyards - sacred spaces, grazed by sheep@md with a scythe for
centuries - are now the only places where meaddulifgithrives, and the headstones provide a peffeme for lichens.

Recognising this, the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust sgt its Living Churchyards Project to promote beasicfice in managing
the churchyards of Yorkshire for the benefit ofdlife; primarily by ensuring that traditional hayeadow management is
maintained, showing that this need not create a@ngrewn wilderness and encouraging local peopletmme involved.

At Ellerton, we do not have the benefit of centsrg# continuous traditional management. Like thieriprchurch itself,
the grassland in the old part of the churchyard &4 into dereliction. But while buildings can bepaired fairly quickly
with skill, money, energy and good will, restoriggassland habitats takes time and patience. Wheggh&h Warburton,
co-founder of the Ellerton Church Preservation Tridisst saw the church falling into ruin, he alsecognised the
importance of restoring the churchyard as a widhfiven. He encouraged the clearance of elderdramdbles and led
the annual hay cut with great determination.

This year, the churchyard will receive its tentlyt since the formation of the ECPT. Tall grasséls dominate, but
there is already a surprising diversity of plamsiterflies, like the ringlet, are now breeding.2R01 survey found 44
lichens, including several rarities. To monitor hallvthe species are adapting to our managemethteothurchyard, we
are setting up a wildlife database. Please helpyugecording any species you see in the churchyRedords should
include the species observed, the date of observatid your name. We would like regular visitorsénd a list of their
findings at the end of the year, but records seahg time would be invaluable. Please send inféionaby post to ECPT
13 South Parade York YO23 1BF or email to wildlifel@rton.orgor just push a piece of paper under the churci!doo

Events at Ellerton Priory, 2006

Please put these dates in your diary, and share #ith your friends.

Sunday 28’ May
A special event to unveil the magnificent memotiaStephen Warburton (at 11.45am), combined with a
celebration of the 8banniversary of the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust aadthance to purchase a limited edition
art print created by Mark Hearld for the YWT Memorial AppeHd.00 am - 5.00pm, exhibitions and many
family wildlife activities throughout the day. Woedul cream teas. Bring a picnic! Details on enetb&aflet.
Sunday 2£' May
Church open 1.00pm - 5.00pm in conjunction witreEdn Open Gardens.
Saturday 17" and Sunday 18 June
A working weekend for enthusiastic volunteers, uidéhg lime-washing
inside the church works in the churchyard, 10.30@n30pm both days.
Bring overalls, stout old footwear, work-gloves dadch.
Sunday 2%' June
Continuing the activities of the previous weekethé, details are the same.
Sunday 1¢" September
Please note the date of &006 Heritage Open Daywhich we hope will
once again be the highlight of our year. Furtheaitiein a later mail-out.
Friday 15" September
A private visit and guided tour for the Friends<@fttle’s Yard, Cambridge.
The trustees will always try to accommodate grasjts (01904 630097).
Saturday 16" September
Advance notice of the 2006 Stephen Warburton Mé@hbecture.
Details will soon be available from: helen_kirk@#s$.co.uk

Directions to Ellerton
Ellerton is 13 miles south-east of York, just d¢fétB1228 York-Howden road. The church is the lagiding at the far end
of the village. Access is via a grass path andsteps. There is an excellent traditional pub invilage, the Boot & Shoe.

Ellerton Church Preservation Trust has bergfitem generous funding
from the Local Heritage Initiative. LHI is a partship between the Heritage
Lottery Fund, Nationwide Building Society and theudtryside Agency
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