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Ellerton Priory Launches its wepsite!

By the time you receive this newsletter, the Tlsduld have launchedww.ellertonpriory.co.uk — its new website.
Some areas of the site are still under construcimhit may take a little time for every sectiorb® up and running, but
you will be able to gain access to back-numberallobur newsletters, get detailed information om beautiful stained
glass, see images all of our Christmas and giftséand order them on-line), and find details afré\at Ellerton Priory.

Importantly, you can also find out how to make-giiled donations, which are essential to our caetirsuccess, and can
contact us electronically. Please go on-line, ttestsite for yourselves, and let us know what Yookt of it. Naturally, we
will be putting this newsletter on the site as whllt if you would prefer to receive copies by eiirsa you can send them
on to friends who might be interested, just lekmsw. Of course, if you prefer you can still conttie trustees by writing
to ECPT, 13 South Parade, York, YO23 1BF, by eimgilor kbear @hotmail.co.uk or by telephoning 01904 630097.

England’s churchyards - a natural treasure

The churchyards of England are one of the mostrémgifieatures of our landscape. Over the centuhieg have become
sanctuaries for the living as well as the dead, revtam abundance of native and naturalised wildida flourish. Our
churchyards make up a significant area of land hlaatsurvived untouched by intensive agricultueetlizers, pesticides
or urban development. Once they reflected the clterraf the countryside round them, but now theyislands of refuge
for plants and animals lost from intensively farnt@dd. Churchyards were usually carved out of anaieeadowland or
woodland, and are often rich in species associai¢iil those habitats. Even small churchyards carntadorover 100
different flowering plants or ferns, many rare omcammon, and this varied flora creates an envirairitewhich other
forms of wildlife can flourish. Beyond a few verpexial places like the Lower Derwent Valley, theage of colourful,
herb-rich meadows has been lost to the collectigenory, but suitably managed churchyards can helpdess that loss.

The enormous importance of churchyards to wildiites recognised as early as the 1970s, when it eeepted that many
native plant and lichen species, and their assatiatsects, animals and birds, survived only inrciyards. Following
discussions between Dr John Habgood, then ArchpisiioYork, and Sir David Attenborough, the Yorkghitiving
Churchyards Project was launched as a joint veftetween the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and the Diseef York.

The principles of the Project are that a well-mathghurchyard can be a place of reflection andiraspn for
congregations, local residents and visitors alkdjeautiful setting for a church or chapel; a redpeenvironment in
keeping with the purpose of burial and the interhtdrashes; a haven for grasses, lichens, wilddtswbirds, butterflies,
insects and other wild creatures. Of course, ddimgs well requires planning, careful managemeut & certain amount
of effort. Grass paths and areas around recenegrean be close-mown, but other grassland areagdshe mown or
grazed less frequently to encourage a diversifylarfits, grass-cuttings or hay should be removezhllig as a productive
crop), trees or shrubs of suitable varieties mastmianaged or planted, headstones should be lefucimtd to encourage
lichens, walls should be re-pointed in lime mortard some patches of nettles should be encouragad assential food
source for butterflies, moths, beetles and lacesvifitpis is how an increasing number of Yorkshirerchyards are being
managed — often by cheerful groups of volunteaand-it is how we try to manage our ancient churothga Ellerton.

Elizabeth Hardcastle of the Yorkshire Wildlife Tr{$ St George’s Place, York, YO24 1GN, telephoh@0 659570) is
always delighted to hear from people or parishésrésted in the sensitive management of churchyanmis to offer
detailed information about the Yorkshire Living Gbloyard Project.



Monks and religious Lives in the middle aqes

The word ‘monk’ comes from a Greek word meaningra’. People have sought religious enlightenmerdguthout
recorded history and the first monks lived isoldieds, withdrawn from the world. However, by thédalle of the fourth
century they were beginning to come together inlisorganised communities, just as they did at Eey with non-
religious or ‘lay’ people assisting with the dayday chores so that the monks, or their female vadgmts, could
concentrate on spiritual duties.

In the middle ages, Christian religious communitismany kinds flourished throughout Europe, follogy carefully

planned routines of prayer, work and study basetherset of rules established by St Benedict, visrexdlfrom about the
year 480 until 550. Monks were required to makeoa wf poverty, chastity and obedience, and all progpwas held in
common. In western Europe, different religious osdgradually developed different practices and eagnes to the
religious life and adopted different names; Bentiuds, Augustinians, Cistercians, Dominicans, Fisoans, Carmelites
and many more. However, the basic principle was#me, and remains so to the present day.

As well as religious centres, monasteries becamddtus of learning and education, scholarshiprighand medicine.
Many of them offered accommodation for travelleksvery large number were dedicated to looking after poor and
sick, especially the elderly who often had no othmerans of support. Most had extensive farm lands supported a
variety of small industries, which were intendedntake them self-sufficient but were often a majourse of local
employment. Larger monasteries were frequently [@opplaces of pilgrimage, and some became immensebithy
through efficient husbandry, donations made byripilg, and legacies and gifts of land or money.

A detail from the ‘Gilbertine window’ in Ellertonrry, designed and made by Alfred Fisher in 200dhows the arms of the Gilbertine order,
surrounded by the names and foundation dates & thirits Yorkshire houses, with three mediaevatksas stonemason, glazier and scribe,

Among the more prominent and influential Yorkshiceindations were the Benedictine houses of Whitbyr{ded in
657), St Mary’s York (1055) and Holy Trinity Yorkl089), the Augustinian houses of Guisborough (1L1K&kham
(1120) and Bolton (1151), the large and wealthyteZtsan houses of Fountains and Rievaulx (both L1B@and (1135)
and Jervaulx (1156), and the Carthusian house anM@race (1398).

St Gilbert of Sepringham established the only mboasder actually founded in Britain. The ‘Gilbers’ were unusual
in a number of ways, and admitted both men and womeccasionally to ‘double houses’ of both canand nuns. Life
in their monasteries was famously austere and hetd,the men doing most of the physical work ahd women living



strictly segregated lives of prayer. There werg fBilbertine houses in Yorkshire; Watton, Old Maltgoth 1150), York
(c.1200), and ours at Ellerton (c.1203) which wasfled principally to care for thirteen poor, elgenen. A small house
of Cistercian nuns was also established in tfecEhtury at Thicket Priory, just across the riveni Ellerton.

Religious communities had often been subject t@assment by the authorities. When king Henry Vlitldeed himself
Supreme Head of the Church in England in 1531 dwe fimself the freedom to clamp down on them cetep) — partly
because of the wealth and power which some largesds had accumulated, and partly because he fératetthey might
pose a political threat if they placed their alfagie to the Pope above the Crown. On the pretexdodfng out
monasteries which had become lax and ill discigli(eften on trumped-up evidence), or which hadefaihto poverty, he
started a programme of closure. Some senior momitshans were offered a pension if they returnedrttinary society,
and handed their buildings, possessions and lanttetCrown, but many either fled abroad or wenepty dispossessed
and thrown out of their communities. Resistancddtbe treated as treason, and there were sometexecu

Popular discontent with this process, and with ¢inadual erosion of Catholic traditions and pradcicked tothe
Pilgrimage of Grace — an uprising of the common people against thg'kitevil councillors’ which started in 1536 and
was led by Robert Aske, a London barrister whosrilfalived in Aughton, the next parish to Ellertofihe rising
eventually attracted as many as thirty or fortyudand ‘loyal rebels’ across the north and eastngfidd. The king was
frightened into promising to meet their demandsi¢Wwhncluded an end to monastic closures, a gerpaalon and a
parliament in York), and the rebels dispersed. KMemowever, failed to keep his promise and a secgmising began and
was ruthlessly suppressed. Aske was arrested, @edvdf treason and executed along with more thanhtundred other
rebel leaders; lords, knights, abbots, priests,ke@md yeomen.

By 1540 the monasteries as institutions had goora fEngland. Worship continued in parish and codlegchurches, and
few great monastic churches became cathedralsChiester, Gloucester and Bristol, but most of thiédngs were made
uninhabitable and fell into ruin. The stone ando@mwere usually re-used, but the lands were digpefoften among the
king's supporters), and almost all of the greatdifes and works of art were tragically destroyied|uding the greater
part of England’s mediaeval music, which existety @m precious hand-written copies.

Today, people are sometimes confused about therelif€e between the various kinds of religious hudenonastery is
the general name for a building occupied by a comtywf monks. An abbey is a monastery governedaivyabbot (or
abbess, like Saint Hilda of Whitby) — the appointe@d of the community who does not have to refer bishop or other
authority when making decisions. A priory is horoeatgroup of monks or nuns governed by a priorrimr@ss (lower in
rank than an abbot or abbess) and is a subsidiatijution dependent on the ‘parent house’ or ‘raotiouse’ of its order.

Derwent leleiy Conservation grouf

Ellerton Church Preservation Trust is one of a nemif organisations working within the lower Derwerelley to

protect, conserve and enhance the natural anddmviitonment of this marvellous place. Some, likdux¥al England, the
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and the CPRE, are larged amell-known, and can call on professional staffsiggnificant

resources. Others — like the ECPT itself — are namhller and have simpler or more specific aims,dbe just as vital.
Their committed members provide most of the volanteffort, passionate enthusiasm, and deep locawvletge on
which so many aspects of British life depend. Tleevizznt Valley Conservation Group is one of these.

The Group was founded to respond to what its mesngaw as challenges to the natural vitality of ltbever Derwent
Valley, and its principal concern is the threatthe ancient and naturally-dynamic management cgtlde herb-rich
flood meadows posed by artificial changes to théewtable and the embankment of the river. Forast a thousand
years local farmers and sympathetic landowners, wriderstood the delicate and productive relatignéi@tween the
river and the land, maintained the special qualité the place. However, in the late twentieth agntthe competing
interests of coal mining, drainage, navigation awater abstraction have put enormous pressure fddesy often
potentially damaging, change on the topographyrarelecology of the Valley.

The aims of the Group are to monitor the local emment and work with other groups (the East YoilesBat Group,
the Ponds for People Trust, Pocklington Canal AtyeSiociety, the Friends of Skipwith Common, Ellert®ond
Management Committee and others) to make reprasmmgato elected bodies, to campaign on behalfraditional
farming and drainage patterns, and to promote wéesreness and appreciation of this magical plabe. Derwent
Valley Conservation Group is the same age as tHeTE@nd the two organisations have always been,gaedperative
friends. They share with a number of other locaidsaof committed people a common vision of a soatde and
cherished cultural landscape, rich in wildlife, atieely managed for the future, but based on a dewjerstanding of
tradition and respect for the achievements of tst.p

If you would like to join the Derwent Valley Consation Group, or ask about them and their actisjttee Membership
Secretary is Janet Cawston, Field View Cottageefsteane, East Cottingwith YO42 4TT. Telephone: ®.3%59068.



Publications and gifts

We occasionally get requests for copies of thestalkich Phil Thomas gave @ughton and the Pilgrimage of Grace in
Aughton church in 2002 and 2008. If you would likerequest them, please send your contact deitiksrédy e-mail to
yor kbear @hotmail.co.uk or by post to ECPT, 13 South Parade, York, YO2B aBd we will be please to e-mail or post
copies to you. Remember, we also have a wondaahge of Christmas cards, gift cards and post carmts,informative
guides to Ellerton church and its important staimgass. All of these can be ordered directly thiowyr website
www.ellertonpriory.co.uk and are also available in the church at event€QOpeh Days.

Some events at Ellerton Fn'ory, Summer 2070

Make a note of these dates in your diary, and plshare them with your friends.
Sunday 15% July in the afternoon
¢ ’
Gﬂu%tr‘y Mﬂttﬂﬂ - a musical celebration of nature Ggntabile and friends.

Many of you will remember the thrilling sell-out meerts given at Ellerton Priory in 2008 and 2009 by
Cantabile, ‘our’ own Leeds-based chamber choir. This y€antabile aresinging again at Ellerton, on Sunday
18" July at 3.00 pm. Their exciting programme will bxe the life of the land through the choral musidour
centuries: from individual birds, animals and flowiéa blue bird, a white swan, a lamb, an eveniimnose, a
sprig of thyme and a whole bouquet of glorious sosé pictures of the landscape and its beautieswoods,
waters and skies of England, the flowers of thklfiereatures basking in the magical radiance gfieen); from

a brief glimpse of man working and walking the laibal the secret prayers of frightened animals cexih
Noah’'s Ark, and the whole created world seen assCsiown paradise garden. Tickets for this nob&missed
Cantabile concert cost £5.00 each (£3.00 for children asdldéed) and can be purchased on the door or reserve
in advance by leaving a message with yorkbear@libomak or on 01904 630097. Plentiful refreshments will
be available, including perfect Summer-afternooneyiand there is ample car parking near the chi@ome
early to be sure of a good seat.

Sunday 12t Saptamhr all day

This year the church and churchyard will be operNational Heritage Open Days from 10.30 am to F80on
Sunday 12 September. Our theme for 2010 will be OWLS, withexhibition and some special owlish nature
and art activities for families and young peopled &ichard will again be on hand to help you digrahings
you never knew about moths and creepy-crawlies.eCagain there will be generous portions of our fasho
delicious home-made cakes and refreshments, fical Iproduce, a tombola, a second-hand book sale,
guidebooks, cards, and lovely black Hebridean styzaping the churchyard. Why not join them, anddra
picnic to share with your friends, or have lunchElterton’s great village pub? Phil's comprehensivel ever-
popular guided tours of the whole site will be &tQD am, 1.00 pm and 4.00 pm, and he will be hernswer
questions all day. This year there will be some mhéstoric furnishings to see, and the interior fgasork and
lime-washing will at last be complete! Last year premised visitors a fully restored interior, byipéying four
layers of superb lime plaster takes huge amountind, skill and care. It could not be rushed, avak not
finished in time. However, this year it will be if&hed, and the interior of Ellerton Priory will lodovelier than at
any time since it was closed more than 30 years ago

On the previous day, f'1September, the fabulous church of St Martin-curag®ry, Micklegate, York, will be
opened by The Stained Glass Trust.

Oh, and last year's raffle winners were: first prip Lesley Charlesworth, second prize to Grac&&wes) both of
Ellerton, third prize to Mr C Williams of Hull.

Directions to Ellerton Pn'm;

Ellerton is 14 miles south-east of York, just d¢fétB1228 York-Howden road, which is accessible fthennorth via the A64/A1079 or
from the south via the A163 at Bubwith. The chuilhe last building at the far end of the villagaed access is via a grass path and
two small steps (ramp available). We have plentiful parking, but no dogs are allowed in the cak [iield, please. Nearby iShe
Boot and Shoe - a friendly, traditional village pub with gredes, where very hearty meals can be booked in advéd1757 288346).
PLEASE NOTE that during the Summer months of 2010 the bridg&leington may be closed for repairs. This willt reffect
travellers from the south via Bubwith, but thos@raaching from York or the A64 may have to followetsions from the A1079
which will add 5 or 10 minutes to the journey.



